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The end of the world has already begun despite illusions to the
contrary. It is a slow, silent, invisible, relentless process.

It is neither an asteroid, nor pole reversal or a Maya prophecy.
There is no external factor.

It is the human being, craving for success, wealth and power, that
day after day irreversibly paves the way for his own decline, his own
physical, social and cultural annihilation by making choices that
favour private advantage over public well-being, immediate benefits
over long-term benefits.

Broni, a small town with just over 9,000 inhabitants nestled in the
green hills of Oltrepo Pavese, is a sad and unfortunate example
of this perverse logic.

Originally an agricultural land, Broni grew economically and
demographically for almost one century thanks to Fibronit S.p.A.,

a leading company in the manufacture of asbestos cement products.
During its most flourishing period, it employed almost 1,300 workers
on three shifts at full capacity. The so-called “cementifera” (cement
plant) — this is how the company is still called nowadays in town —
was a reliable source of income for entire families.

Simple people worked in this plant, people that after an eight-hour
shift in the “cementifera” went back to maize fields and vineyards,
people that were unaware of the substance that imperceptibly
entered their bodies and overwhelmed them by making

breathing impossible.
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Pleural mesothelioma in Italy is expected to peak in 201 6

300,000 square metres is the estimated area to be reclaimed in the municipality of Broni alone,

including 60,000 square metres in the former Fibronit area. The remaining 240,000 square metres
involve public and private facilities.

30 years is the latency period of mesothelioma from the beginning of exposure to asbestos fibres.

21 5 are the cases of mesothelioma investigated in the province of Pavia from 2004 to 2009

According to unofficial estimates, 1 ,200 people have suffered from asbestosis and asbestos-related disease in
the district of Broni.

Mesothelioma cases were first reported in the United Kingdom in 1 952

The median survival from the time of diagnosis of mesothelioma is 7.7 months (range 1 -72).

The most affected age group is between 40 and 60 years.

1 84 cases of mesothelioma were diagnosed in the area of Broni from 2000 to 2005 300/0 of these
cases involve people that came into contact with asbestos fibres due to environmental factors.

Unfortunately this percentage is bound to increase in the years to come.

The pathogenic risk of asbestos exposure had already been acknowledged by the International Congress on
Occupational Health held in Milan back in 1906.

in1 908 in its judgement in case no. 11 97/ 1 906 of The British Asbestos Company Limited vs. Carlo
Pich, Lawyer, the court of Turin in the name of King Victor Emanuel lll referred to “the acquisitions of the
International Congress on Occupational Diseases of Milan, which acknowledged that the most dangerous
activities in terms of occupational mortality include dusty operations. These include notably operations that whip
up mineral dusts and the most dangerous mineral dusts result from siliceous substances like asbestos because
they cause lesions to the respiratory tract, if not to lungs when they reach them”.

Similar remarks are found in the Polyclinic of Turin, where 30 medical records contain the very same notes
written by Dr. Scarpa, and in the provisions of Italian Royal Decree no. 442 of 1 4 June 1 909 on unhealthy
occupations, ltalian Legislative Decree no. 11 36 of 6 August 1 91 6 Italian Royal Decree no. 1 720 of

1 936 and ltalian Law no. 455 of 1 2 April 1 943 recognising asbestosis as an occupational disease.
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